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On Bloody Sacrifices in Palestine.' — By Hans H. Spoee, 
Ph.D., Meadville, Pa. 

Two recent instances of the offering of blood sacrifices have 
come under my personal observation which may be worth 
recording. 

During the last week in July, 1905, a report reached Jeru- 
salem of an accident to the Sultan ; some said that he was ill, 
others that he had been shot, and others again that a bomb had 
been thrown into the midst of his party on leaving the mosque. 
I was informed by a member of the Husseini family, the lead- 
ing Moslem family in Jerusalem, that on the 29th an order 
arrived from Constantinople for the sacrifice of eight lambs, 
which was carried out just outside of the Haram area at the 
gate of the prison. The meat was then given to the prisoners 
and the poor. 

On the 6th of October, 1903, we had the good fortune to 
bivouac within the walls of the famous palace of Meshetta in 
Moab. While the sun was setting the moon was eclipsed, and 
a more magnificent spectacle, in surroundings so beautiful and 
so solitary, could hardly be imagined. Even the impassive 
Arab servants, most of whom had been long in European ser- 
vice, were impressed, and crowded together with exclamations 
of surprise and, perhaps, fear. The lady' 2 of our party went to 
remonstrate with them because they had taken a cock from out 
of the fowl crate and were whipping him— they alleged "for 
making noise " ; he also had been surprised by the phenomena, 
and had crowed. One added, " the people at home, who know no 
better, will be killing cocks and beating drums " — •" this," point- 
ing to the rival pageants of sun and moon, " will frighten them." 

Professor Euting then recited the " Sura of the Daybreak," 
cxiii., which seemed to meet the needs of the case; the men 
expressed their satisfaction, and the cock was restored to his 
family. 

1 See Dr. Spoer's Notes on Bloody Sacrifices in Palestine, in vol. xxv. 
of thi8 Journal (1904), pp. 313 ff.— Ed. 
8 Cf. A. Goodrich-Freer, In a Syrian Saddle, p. 91. 



